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Helena (with
Draniel Kuleto,
5, peeking out
from the
booth at right).

KoMENtCH | Tha Chromicle

A near-perfect Martini

Kuleto’s new St. Helena restaurant is a welcome Wine Country addition

By Michael Bauer
CHRONICLE RESTAURANT CRITIC

ometimes a name — like Martini

House — has a fortuitous double

meaning. This new Pat Kuleto restau-

rant is named for the original owner
of the Craftsman-style house on Spring Street
(just off Main) in St. Helena. Yet most people
will assume it honors the drink that conjures
up visions of languid evenings of imbibing,
cozy lounges and men’s clubs.

Kuleta, who has always favored a masculine
design style, has outdone himself here. Using
bocce balls as decorative art, an Indian motif
on the custom light fixtures and wine para-

phernalia on railings, he’s created a comfort-
able 100-seat restaurant that becomes a per-
fect showcase for Todd Humphries' cooking.
With three impressive fireplaces and a dining
room overlooking what looks like a subterra-
nean bar lined with riddling racks, the restau-
rant has the atmosphere of a country lodge
that’s been around for decades. When the
weather warms up there's a 65-seat flower-
lined patio is open, complete with an arbor
and a fountain. This restaurant would be

destined to become a popular stop even if the -

food wasn't good.

Fortunately, that’s not the case at Martini
House. Kuleto, who finances and designs all

his restaurants, always includes a name chef
as a partner, a formula that has given him an
unbroken siring of successes at Boulevard
with Nancy Oakes, Jardiniere with Traci Des
Jardins and Farallon with Mark Franz. Hum-
phries made a name for himself at San Fran-
cisco's Campton Place, where he started to
explore wild, foraged foods. He continued that
passion when he moved to the Napa Valley to
head up the kitchen at the Culinary Institute
of America’s restaurant at Greystone.

Humphries has played off the men’s theme,
with meat courses dominating the menu.

Even the fish is given a hearty turm: Salmon is
» MARTINI: See Page 57







